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Impostors of Christianity IV
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.

Today I want to continue with the theme that there are some attributes of Jesus that are essential for our understanding of whether or not we are being confronted with an impostor.  To recognize an impostor we must first know the real.  
So far we have insisted upon the following for real Christianity:

1.) Jesus is and was God.  He did not become a god by living a “good” life.

2.) Jesus lived a perfect sinless life.  His sinlessness could then be put into the account of His chosen people.
3.) Jesus physically died on the cross and on that cross the sins of His chosen people were put into His account so that He specifically died for those sins.

4.) Jesus was physically resurrected from the dead as proof of the above.  The resulting double imputation (item 2 and 3) allows for my salvation from the wrath of God.

5.) We worship one God (Trinity concept).

Now let’s go back to our reference verse in this study:

2Cor 11:4 “For if one comes and preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted, you bear this beautifully.”

The second danger Paul reminds us of is that someone may offer us a different spirit so now let us speak briefly of the Holy Spirit.  From last week we briefly discussed the concept of the Trinity so we know that the Holy Spirit is part of the Trinity and thus totally God just as is the Father and the Son.  I grew up attending church three or so times each week but I never learned properly about the Holy Spirit until August of 1970 when I was born again while reading John 16.
John 16:7 “But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper shall not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.

John 16:8 "And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin, and righteousness, and judgment;

John 16:9 concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me;

John 16:10 and concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you no longer behold Me;

John 16:11 and concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged.”
When I read these verses, I told God that I needed this help from the Helper and He immediately answered that prayer.  [This is NOT my second baptism.  I may get into that topic later.]  While I was growing up I had a King James Bible, but in 1970 I was reading a New American Standard Bible, which God also planned for me.  My older King James Bible translated in verse 16:8 “He” as “It” and boy what a difference that makes!  The few references I ever heard about the Holy Spirit before this date also referred to Him as “it”.  The Holy Spirit is not a “force” and certainly not an “it”.  The Holy Spirit is a person of the Trinity and is always to be referred to as “He”.  I recommend "The Holy Spirit" by Billy Graham, Word Books, 1978 as an excellent book for the believer to gain important insight into the Third Person of the Trinity.   In my article, Holy Spirit II, http://livingtheology.com/HolySpiritII.htm, I focus on the gifts given to God’s children by the Holy Spirit and such is an important part of His ministry.  But here I want to just talk in general about Him.  He turned my life around as He gave me insight into His Word, lifting up the person of Jesus Christ to me.  For many years in traditional American churches the Holy Spirit was the lost person of the Trinity.  The Pentecostal movement brought Him to the forefront but in some ways that were not Biblical (for example, see Holy Spirit II above on “tongues”).  Then the traditional churches distanced themselves from this Pentecostal movement by trying to teach some clearer doctrines of the Holy Spirit.  But now seldom will we hear a sermon on the Holy Spirit in our traditional churches.  Yet the Holy Spirit is as important a member of the Trinity as is the Son and the Father.  [If we say that God can be represented by infinity, then if we neglect the Holy Spirit we are neglecting infinity/3, which is also infinity!]  Please take time this afternoon to study John chapters 13-16 and you will understand how important Jesus saw the person of the Holy Spirit.  I will go so far as to say that the giving of the Holy Spirit to individual believers is the pinnacle of God’s individual work through Jesus Christ as indicated below.
· Jesus came physically to earth and lived the perfectly holy life so His holy work could be imputed to the believers so that they could be righteous before Holy God.

· Jesus died physically on the cross accepting the full penalty from God for our sins so that we could be sinless before Holy God.

· Jesus was physically resurrected from the dead so that the world could see that God had accepted the works of Jesus to fulfill His dual purpose through Jesus.

· Jesus ascended into Heaven to sit at the right hand of God the Father.

· The Holy Spirit was sent to each believer to effect the sanctification of the individual believer and the communities of believers.
It is only by the presence of the indwelling Holy Spirit in the life of each child of God that he/she is able to grow in the likeness of Jesus Christ.  It is very important to note that the Holy Spirit glorifies Jesus and not Himself even though He also is God.  Churches get into trouble when they emphasis the Holy Spirit to the detriment of Jesus.  Balance is the key in all of life and particularly in the spiritual life.  I will end this brief discourse with the words of Paul to stress the importance of the Holy Spirit in the life of a Christian:
Rom 8:9 “However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him.

Rom 8:10 And if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, yet the spirit is alive because of righteousness.

Rom 8:11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who indwells you.”

Amen!
